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25X1
o
!
. 25X1
\ [chemical warfare laboratories | 25X1
T ] The laboratories were iu the Lefortovo (now Baumanski) 25%1
Rayon of doscow, near the present Militery Chemical Liefense Academy. The lebora-
tories were under the Chief Military Chemical Administration of the Soviet Army
(Giavnoye %enno-l{h‘micheskoye Upravlienie RKKA) in Moscow. The VI (Vcerra
Tekhiichiskaya Akadom!iye = Military Technical Aca.demv) in Leningraé also existed
at that time and of -‘=reu courses for ihe chemical, communicetions, engineering,
and armored services. In 1932, this academy wes abolished and aeparate military
scademies were set up for the technical services. 25X1
28%1
¢ to some poison gas, per- : 25X1
haps yperite fmustard ges/. 25X1
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. There were about 25 chemists at the instellation and[:::::::::::]it was an
5% 1 important activity. Of course] =~ |these laboratories would be old fash-

ioned and the science undeveloped compared to present conditions.

Z. Diseemination of toxice by means of aircralt was considered the best method in
theory; in practice little was done in this field, Only liquid toxice were to
ve 3igzeminated from aircraft. As this was considerea the most erticient methed,
defense against it wes stressed. The liquid gases which were to be disseminated
from aircraft were of two types: a) "stoikiye" (long lasting, ie two or three
deys), such as lewisite and yperite; and b) "ne stoikiye" (temporary, ie about
one beur), which would poison enemy persomnel but not the locality. Cousidered
gs metheds and equipument of secondary importance were chemical mortars, cheti-

2n) artillary shells (o be nced primarily by division arti end metal

rea Avlindawng
o=~ CJiNUCT0.

\ [in regard tc war gases, it was thought perfectly
roseible that they might Do used. It was always stated that gas would be used
only in retaliation. } ]one should not place too
wmuch reliance in this statement! Inatruction was given concerning the use of
flame and smoke. There was only one type of flame thrower, & portable unit which
could be carried on a man‘s back. The eame unit wes used in tanks., “Neutral"
emcke wes used for camouflage purposss and irritating smokes were utilized to

produce tears and difficulty in breathing.

CORFIDENTIAL

/i - <

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/09/01 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600060116-7

25X1

25X1

25X1

25X1

25X1
25X1

25X1




¢

-

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/09/01 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600060116-7 :

CONFIDENTTAL 25X1

N i

4, There were two types of independent chemical service units: the chemical company |
and the chemical morter battalion. The Soviet Army T/O provided in theary ‘for. !
quite a few chemical units. Quite frequently, prior to mid-1941, the units were :
actually to be found in the srmy. Both the chemical companies and the chemical 25)(1‘

25X1 aoorter batielion were aspigned to army and were to be attrchedgtngﬂininiﬁhﬂgﬂ‘w
needed, The battalion was to be used only in tre offense
\ The company wae to be used for either offensive or defen-
s8ive operations. In event of chemical warfare, the company would use metal gas
cylinders and utilize liquid geeg to deny terrein to the ememy., In detenn:*_ij:_T 25X1
25X1 would engage in such activities as decontamin&ﬁion.
In theory, there wes to be a
chemlical platoon in regiment and a chemical company in division. In practice, .
uuits such as division and regiment generally had-only an officer with the title
of "nachaluik khimsluzhbi" (chief, chemical service), who wes assisted by one
other chemical officer. The "nachalnik" wag charged with having a pla:.. ready,
in case of need, to form quickly e chemical pletoon or company., Some -nemical
2quipment, was available in the "til" (reer aree). Bech soldier hed & ges mesk.
Bach company had an NCO who acted as chemicel instructor, teaching the soldiers
uge of the gas mask end decontamination procedur~s. The NCO instruciors were
taught by the "nachalnik khimaluzhbi."m the chemical ;latoon vas
a defensive unit only, charged with such tagks ws decontaminstion i1 uge of
masks. In areas behind the combat zone, organized chemicel units were available ‘
in case of ne2d. During World War II, cr at least up to mid-1942, there were no 25X1
chemical units oa the front; only the "nachaluniki khimsluzhbi,” At least one
reason for this wes that transportation and other 7acilities wvere lacking except
for the most vitel operations, and the chemical earvice apparently was not con-
sidered to be in this category. The militury districts each had one or more
independent chemical compenies. The one in Central Asia wes located in Dzhambul.
In theory, it was to expand into two or three chemicul companies on mobilizetion
and be attached to army, Hovever| | the chemical units
were left behind because of the lack of transpcrtation and other facilities.

) 25X1

|information on. two.officers yho were connected vith the
chemi¢al service. Major General (fnu) Vershinin /his rank was equivaient to 25X1

that of Brigadie: Ceneral in the US Army/ attained his rank after World War II. 25X1
He is not the same person as the Marshal of the Air Porce of the seme name.

In 1935-1941, Vershinin was a colonel in charge of the chemical troops of the
Central Asian military district, The troope consisted of one chemical company,
plus the chemical officers attacned to units of the other arms, such as the infan-

_try. Vershinin was about 35 vears old | 25%1

25X1

‘ Major General (fau} Viazanichev reached
This Tank prior to Worla War II, He was a senior, instructor of tactics.of chemi-
cal troops at the Chemical Academy. On 20 Jul 41 he was assigned ae "Nachalnik
Khimichiski Sluzhbi Severnovo Fronta" (Chief, Chemizal Service, Northern Front).

25X1
25X1

of age.

) 25X1

6. Chemical reserve officers attending the Froliche camp were given a four months'

course, from 1 June until 1 October. . About 30% of imstruction hours was devoted

to general tactisard tactics of chewical units; this included atudy of topogra-

phy. The belauce of theoretical imstruction dealt with theory (primarily organi-

zation) and practical doctrine of the chemical service. Manuals were used as

hextuooks, Practical work at Frqliche was extensive. BRach officer atudent

played the role of arn erlisted man, in thet Le performed 21l the 4aske vhich a

chemical service soldier wes expected to know. No real gases vere used at Fro-

iiche, except dquring one or two demomstrations. Practicual work consisted of

25X1
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vericus acrtivities. One was the use of decon’ winetion equipment. Two-wheeled
carts and trucks sprinkled "khlornaya izvest" [?elcium hypochlorit§7 in order

to decontaminate an area. Decontumination showere vere also used. There were

tank trucks designed to sprinkle 1liquid poison gas. There were metsl gas ¢ylin-
ders. Gas masks were of course available. There were "dimovii shashki™ (smoke
caps), which were designed to be ignited and left burning in position. There was

2 tank company, congisting of 10 T-26 tanks equipped with fleme throwvers, for

use agalnst persocnel and pillboxes. In addition, there was a chemicel mortar
pletoon, equipped with 122 mm mortars. 1In regard to textbooks available for

students and for instructors, they were the same. They consisted of manuels on

the organization and functions of the chemical service, of technical booklets

for each type of chemical equipment and decontamination procedures, and of train-

ing booklets prepared by the Chemical Acaiemy. The training booklets dealt in
detail with such subjects as chemical infantry divisicp in the

attack, in defemse, and on the march.[fffffffifﬁf:if}the reserve offiz.r stu-

dents were individuals who hed previously elready studied chemistry anc related 25X1
subjects and were brought to Froliche in order to be orientec to the military
gervice,

The military faculty of the Military Chemical D¢ -nse Academy was atzended only
by army officers. The two technical.facultiec outaired their studc:+s direet
from high school and sppointed them lieutenants. These students, during their
first summer at the Froliche camp, were taught.basic tactics. The senior stu-
dents frer the technical faculties of the Chemical Academy who were attending
Frollche| bad, of course, already been studying science
for r to theis curriculum at Froliche|

assume they also had practicel work. Their stay at
Froliche was normally from 15 kay until 15 September., - : .

Soviat chemical warfare equipment capable of offensive use included mortars, 25X1

metal gas cylinders, smoke cans, chemical artillery shells, flame throwers, . 25X1 {
and any substitutes ror VAP (VLlivnii Aviationii Pribori - Airborne Bpraying

Equipment). TLefensive equipment coneisted of ges masks (basically similer to

the German masks | | decont:

protective clothing of vericue types, |

ssme type of fleme throver was used whether it wac carried by ths individusl 25X1

soldier or tank-mounted. In either cese, the flame throver vas censidered to

be & pert of the.chemical service, -The flame thrower was not effactive beyond

25 meters. .The metal gns cylinder was called "gazovi balon dlia 8820 puska”

or, simply, "gazovi belon." It could be used when it was either in an erect s

or prone position. There were different sizes. It was similar to the cylinders

used for oxygen in hospitals, but lighter und shorter, capable of being carried 25X1
by one man. It was intended to be opened when the wind was blowing in the desired

direction so thet the ~n= would be carried toward th~ enemyes Only non-liquid gas .-

""dephosgen" [ﬁiphqsgenel7 - a8 intended to be used in such an operation.

1nere were also metal cylinders for liquid gae and these were used to fill tank

trucks designed.for the gas. In addition, metal ges cylinders were used in com-

biretion with crop spraying equipmenst in aircraft, in place of the non-existent

VAP. . 25X1

chemical warfare demoﬁsmration carried odt by well-trained

trcops at Froliche in the.early summer of 1941. The troope, in protective cloth-
ing and masks, first contaminated an area by using tank trucks which spriankled .

real liyuld poisou gen. The quantity of ges used, however, was smaller than

under actual combat couditioms, had chemical warfare been practiced. The area

was then decontaminated by means of "khlornaya izvest" sprayed from trucks.
Decontamination ghower tents were erected. Finally, the vehicles were decoun-
taminated by mesns of & chlourine solution. Th:e use of tenk-mounted flame 25X1

throwers and smoke cans was also demonstrated.
LMmAijn;mmuung, o5%1
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camp near Makat]
25X1

ft was uninhabited and suitable

vor that type of training, and indeed probably &ppropriate for testing of atom
»ombs. In theory there were to heve besn chemical aircraft bombs for spreading
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of liquid gas, but there were none. Because of the lack of sultable eguipment,
the month's course at Makat consisted mainly of theoretical instruction, which
could have been given as well in Moscow.

1l. In regard to the chemical summer training camp at Froliche, it was attended by
all the studeats of the Chemical Academy (except, as indicated above, Ly senior
students of the Academy's military faculty) end by chemical reserve officers,
One tank company wes permanently stationed at. Froliche. It consisted of the
10 T-26 tanks equipped with flame throwers, which were considered to belong to
the Academy. There were algo one chemical mortar platoon, one signal company,
and en administrative company. There were no units engaged in exercises at
Froliche. Three kilometers south of Froliche there waes & small depot for poison
pases vhich might be required for training purposes, - It was empty at times.
There wrs a small chemical laboratory at Froliche intended for use only if
something unexpected happened, such &s & need to check whether &8s containers
wvere properly sealed. The real laboratories were at the Academy, There were no
facilities for the manufacture of chemical agents at Froliche.

12, In iegard to Soviet chemical schools other than the Military Chemical Defense
Academy in Moscow, there was a military chemica: hool (voennc chim
uchilishe) which graduasted lieutenQnﬁE4fnt4xhe4;;gmiual4;QzﬂicaAi:::%fEffffffiii

Some of its graduates later attended the military faculty

ol the Military Chemicel Defense Academy., In the army proper there were from
two thousand to three thousand chemical service officers. Iu peacetime, there
was a chemical officer in each infantry regiment and artillery regiment, two
or three chemical officers on division staff, plus chemical units. The Militery
25X1 Chemical Defense Academy also offered "chemical academic nourses"” (khimicheskiye

akademichiskiye kursi) for captains and majors, prior to their advancement to
25)(1 higher rank. The course was offered about every two years, had.only sapproxi-

mately 30 or 40 students,. and lasted ebout eight or nine months. 25X1
\ |in regard to civilian L1asti- !
tutions, there were chemical institutes anl also univirsities had chamical facul-
tles. There wore also military chemical research leboratories, probably all in 25%1
! Moscow, they operatgd more or less indapendently except -that
they were all probably under the over-all authority of the military ohemical
administration. . : . . 25X1
25X1
13 | 25x%1
in 1936 and 1937 .chemical experimsats were conducted
in Central Aeis - in the Golodusya Steppe, 120 kilometers southwast of lashkent.
I have no iuformation on these experiments. .
and 25%1
25X1
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